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Documentary Photography 
Cross-National Interactions →Global “BIG PICTURE” UNDERSTANDING



Material World:  A Global Family Portrait
By  Peter Menzel & Faith D’Aluisio

Menzel & D’Alusio’s CENTRAL Research 
Questions: 

1. What are our connections (emotional, identity, family, 

sacred, etc.) to our MATERIAL OBJECTS & Possessions 

on a GLOBAL SCALE?

2. Photography + Anthro/SO Research. HOW can we use 

the medium of PHOTOGRAPHY + writing to gain 

a LARGER, more intelligent, and more multi-LAYERED

set of perspectives of our world and important issues 

we all face?

3. GLOBALIZED MATERIAL GOODS! NON-RENEWABLE 

MATERIALS → PLASTICS (“forever chemicals”)

4. CELEBRATE DIVERSITY on GLOBAL SCALE! Through 

the things we collect, connect to and those 

objects/spaces we make SACRED. OVERCOME cultural 

stereotypes and FEAR of the “OTHER.”

5. Can all 7-8 Billion HUMANS on EARTH have ALL of the 

things we want and still sustain a HEALTHY 

ENVIRONMENT for all human cultures and other 

animal/biological creatures?



Focus and Approaches for Material World
 Underlying Premise:  We have NO true, 

ACCURATE, or valid vision or appreciation of 

the “other” and little understanding of our 

common connections as human beings.

 HAPPINESS/Life Satisfaction vs. MATERIAL 

ITEMS? What are the connections-

contradictions?

 DISMANTLE THE NEWS OF FEAR!  Typical NEWS

& photojournalistic views of the world are 

REPEATEDLY and CONSTANTLY instilling all of 

us with FEAR, distrust, and xenophobia.

 Focus and Approach -- An examination of Family 

and Material Consumption for the 21st Century

 16 documentary photographers 

 Traveled to 30 nations around the globe

 Lived for a week+ with families which were 

statistically average for that country

 At the end of each visit, photographed a portrait of 

the family outside of its home with ALL of its 

possessions (prioritized).

 Funding$$ -- Supported in part by the United 
Nations Population Fund, the United Nations 
Development Program AND Menzel’s own $$



The Project: 30 Countries Spread across the Globe
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The Cavin family of American Canyon, Calif.,



Update for 2020?


