USING DOCUMENTARY PHOTOGRAPHY
CROSS-NATIONAL INTERACTIONS (1GLOBAL “BIG
PICTURE” UNDERSTANDING

THE FOOD & STUFF OF OUR LIVES
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Documentary Photography

Cross-National Interactions - Global “BIG PICTURE” UNDERSTANDING

Photography-Based Research Projects by
Peter Menzel and Faith DAluisio

1. Material Worlds: A Global Family Portrait (1994)
2. Women in the Material World (1996)

3. Hungry Planet: What the World Eats (2000)

4

5

. RoboSapiens: Evolution of a New Species (2001)
. What | Eat: Around the World in 101 Diets (2012)
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Material World: A Global Family Portrait

By Peter Menzel & Faith D’Aluisio

Mu nzsl & D’Alusio’s CENTRAL Research

IoNns:

What are our connections (emotional, identity, famlly,

on a GLOBAL SCALE?

Photography + Anthro/SO Research. HOW can we use

the medium of PHOTOGRAPHY + writing to gain M ATERIAL W ORLD

a LARGER, more intelligent, and more multi-LAYERED icEeR e reRe Ay
set of perspectives of our world and important issues
we all face?

GLOBALIZED MATERIAL GOODS! NON-RENEWABLE
MATERIALS - PLASTICS (“forever chemicals”)

CELEBRATE DIVERSITY on GLOBAL SCALE! Through

the things we collect, cOnNnect to and those
objects/spaces we make SACRED. OVERCOME cultural

stereotypes and FEAR of the “OTHER.”

Can all 7-8 Billion HUMANS on EARTH have ALL of the
things we want and still sustain a HEALTHY
ENVIRONMENT for all human cultures and other
animal/biological creatures?




Focus and Approaches for Material World

2 Underlying Premise: We have NO true,
ACCURATE, or valid vision or appreciation of e
the “other” and little understanding of our -

common connections as human beings.
2 HAPPINESS/Life Satisfaction vs. MATERIAL

ITEMS? What are the connections-
contradictions?

> DISMANTLE THE NEWS OF FEAR! Typical NEW

& photojournalistic views of the world are e
REPEATEDLY and CONSTANTLY instilling all of ¢
us with FEAR, distrust, and xenophobia. o

2 Focus and Approach -- An examination of Family
and Material Consumption for the 21st Century

v 16 documentary photographers

I Traveled to 30 nations around the globe

I Lived for a week+ with families which were
statistically average for that country

1 At the end of each visit, photographed a portrait of
the family outside of its home with ALL of its
possessions (prioritized).

> Funding$$ -- Supported in part by the United
Nations Population Fund, the United Nations
Development Program AND Menzel’s own $$




The Project: 30 Countries Spread across the Globe
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ON MARKET DAY
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Size of household
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Per capita income (SUS)

Wishes for future
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Life expectancy
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Literacy rate

Rank of affluence
among the 183 U.N. members
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Ethiopia

Constant Struggle

Ihe Getu Famil

KEY TO BIG PICTURE
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Ethiopia-2
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ETHIOPIA
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Population

Total fertility rate
7 J65) DEF WM

Percentage of couples
using contraception
1

Population doubling time

Percemage urban/rural
N A SITUATION 3% Lrban, B7% rurs
3 Government debt

r | as percentage of GNP
13

Ratio of people to automobiles
Ratio of people to cattle
Life expectancy
Female: 50, Mae- 47

Percentage of rural population
without safe drinking water

Rank of people per physician

among the 183 UN. members

Rank of affluence
among the 183 UN. members




Resisting Cultural
Change

Namgay Family

KEY TO BIG PICTURE
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Bhutan-2

BHUTAN
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lceland
_ICELAND

Fire and Ice
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Mongolia

R econstruction

KEY TO BIG PICTURE
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VIETNAM

Communist Free

Market
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Argentina

Stability — At :

Price

KEY TO BIG PICTURE
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Televisions of the World

TELEVISIONS OF THE WORLD

::'.':.h "

” VIETNAM SOUTH AFRICA
AQ
ITALY SPAIN
TAHAIL/\ND BrRAZIL RUSSIA MONGOLIA
LBA A
NI JAPAN BOSNIA KUuwaIT
GREAT BRITAIN MEXico




oilets of the World

TOILETS OF THE WORLD

Kuwair MEXICO

THAILAND GERMANY

JAPAN ETHIOPIA
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Germany

Uneasy Unity

The Pfitzner Family

GERMANY
DEUTSCHLAND

STATS
Area
6,798
Population
Population density
Total fertilty rate
Population doubling time

Percentage urban/rural
8 by >

Population per television

Annual per capita
consumption of beer
quarts (144 ate
Porcentage of native

freshwater fish that are
extinct or threatened

Percentage of trees
with more than 1/4 of leaves
lost to acid rain and pollution

Number of people seeking
asylum in Germany

Life expectancy
f 3 3, Male

Infant mortakty

Rank of affluence



aradoxical

Affluence

IThe Ukita Famil

IG PICTURE
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Qil Rich,
Worker Poor

”I: Abdulla Family

KEY TO BIG PICTURE




United States

UNITED ST
Moral Diler




The Cavin family of American Canyon, Calif.,




Update for 20207
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